COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY OCTOBER 15TH 2015 AT 7.30pm
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

 G Bates (Chair)

 E.H. Lewis    (Vice Chair)
                                    Mrs C Roach 

 Mrs H Maclehose
Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk), County Cllr R Thomas and representatives from Stratus Environmental.
  Apologies:       
Cllrs Bellin, Kennard and Cook
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. DISCUSSION WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM STRATUS ENVIRONMENTAL RE SOLAR FARM BENEFITS TO LOCALS
· There was a short update on the planning application for the Solar Farm with the company indicating that the application was scheduled to come before the Planning Committee at their 19th November meeting.  It was explained that the planning department had had a number of queries on the application that had now been resolved and had resulted in the development being scaled back to a 2.6MW site. 
4. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 
-
The Clerk had been provided with the latest crime figures showing there had been no crimes reported in the area.
· Cllr Lewis asked the Clerk to report that there continued to be a Speed Camera vehicle parked by the Chinese restaurant which was restricting the vision if you were turning at the junction with Ewenny/ Corntown Road. ACTION – Clerk to report to PCSO

5. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
· County Cllr Thomas had nothing specific to report other than on the reshaping agenda which was to be discussed later on the agenda. 
6. Approval of a period of absence for Cllr B Kennard
· The Chair referred everyone to the previously circulated report provided by the Clerk in her role as monitoring officer and also the letter from Cllr Kennard explaining his absence.  There were no questions or comments on the report.
· Cllr Lewis proposed that the report be accepted and that the resolution to approve Councillor Kennard’s ill health as the reason for his non-attendance at meetings be passed, this was seconded by Cllr Roach and agreed by all. 
· It was RESOLVED that Cllr Kennard’s non-attendance at meetings due to ill health be approved. 
7. Discussion re working with Redrow

· The Chair updated the Council regarding the fact that at the moment Redrow were not willing to provide one point of contact for this Council to have open discussions with them on how they can work best with the residents of the village and cause the least disruption during the project.  
· ACTION Clerk to draft a Chairman’s letter to Redrow 
8. Decision needed on whether Council wish to speak at LDP Pre Hearing Meeting
· Bearing in mind that all written representations carry the same weight as those pursued orally the Chair asked if anyone felt there was anything else to be said at this meeting.  No Councillors believed there was anything additional to add.

9. PLANNING – 
2015/00961/FUL - Glan Ynys
· It was queried whether the planning for this had been approved yet as a lot of clearance/ preparation work had already been completed.  The Clerk confirmed she had not been notified of any decision and would raise this with the planning department.
The Council didn’t have any comments on the planning application.

· ACTION Clerk to speak to the planning department.  
2015/01063/ADV  Land to rear of St. David’s Primary School, Heol Cae Pwll, Colwinston,Two sales boards to be placed on grass land at the front of site
· The Council didn’t have any comments on this planning application.

2015/01128/FUL – Ridgebrook, Colwinston- erection of one dwelling
· After a detailed discussion it was agreed that the Council would oppose this planning application on the following matters:-

a. The property is in an area of primarily agricultural land
b. There are sufficient facilities on the property for it to be still used for agricultural purposes

c. The claim that the agricultural covenant has not previously been enforced does not detract from the fact that it was granted permission in the first place for agricultural purposes.

d. There are plans for 64 new houses to be built to the north of the village which would be sufficient to meet housing needs without declassifying this property
e. Affordable Housing is needed for young agricultural workers in this area. 

· ACTION Clerk to comment on the application as agreed. 
10. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING
· There were no comments made by the member of the public in attendance. 
11. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
· The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 8th September 2015, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Maclehose and seconded by Councillor Lewis that the minutes be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
12. MATTERS ARISING 
Work to be completed on village well and bridge (5.1)

· Cllr Lewis had not been able to get a quote for the work as the Stonemason he used was not able to take on the work.  A number of Councillors had contact details for other stonemasons and would pass them on to Cllr Lewis. 
Defibrillator Training (10.2)

· ACTION - Cllr Roach to request that dates in Dec/Jan be put forward by Mr Allen re this training, in order that the dates could be publicised in the village newsletter.
Framing of work completed by Cllr Bellin (10.3)
· ACTION – Chair to complete hanging of the work.
Damage to the Village Sign (10.4) 

· It was confirmed this sign had now been fixed. 
OVW quarterly meeting (10.5)
· Cllr Maclehose requested whether Cllr Cook could take over as OVW representative for this Council, as Cllr Cook had previously indicated he was happy to do this.   This was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Roach. 
· ACTION – Clerk to change contact details of representative with OVW
Rights of Way officer (10.7)
· Cllr Lewis confirmed that the Rights of Way officer had now spoken to two more couples; unfortunately one set of comments had been since withdrawn.  He would continue to keep Cllr Lewis updated. 

Village Commemorative Book (12.4)
· Cllr Maclehose has put an article in the latest village newsletter regarding this. 
Himalayan Balsam (12.5)
· Cllr Lewis confirmed he had contacted Natural Resources Wales about this.
ACTION- At this point the Clerk was requested to contact the VoG concerning this and asking for the gullies either side of Ty Draw to be cleared out in order to prevent flooding.

Clearance of Footpath (12.6)
· ACTION – Clerk to speak to Phil Beaman and Hayley Selwyn at VoG regarding the clearance of the footpath and the fixing of the fencing. 
13. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that she had received the following correspondence -
13/10/15
Apologies from Cllr Wyn Bellin 

13/10/15
Email from OVW re Groundworks funding 

13/10/15
Email from OVW re Grow Wild Community Funding Project

08/10/15
Letter from Conway Hawkins re Colwinston Youth Club



08/10/15
Email from VoG Council re South Wales Age Friendly Community Event 

08/10/15
Email from OVW re NRM Bulletin 

08/10/15
Email from OVW re Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Annual Report
05/10/15
Letter from VoG re LDP Pre hearing meeting

02/10/15
Email from VoG re active travel survey 

02/10/15
Letter from Welsh Audit office re new external auditors 

25/09/15
Email from VoG re S106 presentation

22/09/15
Email discussion re green box installed by Redrow adjacent to the school

08/09/15
Email from OVW - Proposed changes to Planning Policy Wales Chapter 10 and Technical Advice Note 4: Retail Centre Development

07/09/15
Reshaping services meeting letter from VoG 

01/09/15
Email from Ryan Lewis re dissertation information request
The Clerk drew attention to the letter from Conway Hawkins re Colwinston Youth Club, the Council wished to express their support for the Youth Club at this stage. 


Cllr Lewis wished to examine the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Report in more detail regarding Councillors expenses.  He would bring a report to the next meeting. 
ACTION Cllr Lewis to provide a report regarding Councillors expenses for the next meeting.

S106 Monies from Redrow project – The Clerk discussed the current position regarding these monies and confirmed that the Public Art display pot of £15,000 could definitely only be used for art and was normally used by Redrow for artwork in the development itself.  However the s106 officer confirmed the Community Council could enter negotiations with Redrow for it to be used for art elsewhere e.g. in the playground.  
Finance Report-
Funds as of 05/10/15 £4,665 (cashbook)

Recent Receipts and Payments 

Payments

02/10/2015
Clerks Salary & Expenses July-Sept 2015
- £327.19

05/10/2015
HMCE – PAYE/NI - £29
12/10/2015
Mazars LLP – External audit - £276

12/10/2015
R P Williams -Jones - Stone for war memorial -£147.02

12/10/2015
Keyline -materials for war memorial 
- £69.65

All payments were approved and cheques signed by two signatories. 

14. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
· Update by Chair re playground renovation – see previously circulated briefing note
· The Chair confirmed that the Village Hall Committee had asked Mr Tim Corry to join and felt that they were now the most appropriate organisation to go ahead with this project.  Cllr Bates then discussed the visit to Peterston super Ely playground and some of the funding options available. 
· Update by Chair on VoG Reshaping Agenda meeting – see previously circulated briefing note
The Chair referred the Council to his previously circulated note and confirmed that the key points from the meeting were that no monies would follow any extra work taken on my Community Councils, that there was bound to be increased precepts and so it was vital that Community Councils knew what services were to be cut so that a Community Consultation could be held.
ACTION Clerk to write the Chairman’s letter to Neil Moore confirming that this Community Council awaits the response from the VoG Council regarding which services are to be cut.  

· The Chair also provided the Council on an update on the Memorial Service organisation and the work being completed on the War Memorial. 
15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday November 10th 2015 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  The meeting was closed at 9.35pm.
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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